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Palmetto Railways partners with
Innovative Rail Technologies to retrofit
two locomotives to battery-electric power

Press Release

CHARLESTON, S.C. - Palmetto Railways, a division of the South Carolina
Department of Commerce (S.C. Commerce), announced today it is partnering with

Innovative Rail Technologies (IRT) to convert two of its diesel switcher locomotives

to lithium-ion battery powered locomotives.
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IRT, a rail solutions provider that offers proprietary propulsion technology, will
retrofit the state-of-the-art locomotives which are less expensive to operate, deliver
superior performance and significantly reduce carbon emissions.

For Palmetto Railways, the switch to battery-powered locomotives will reduce the
amount of diesel fuel consumed at its facilities by an estimated 40,000 gallons
annually per locomotive, while providing additional resiliency to the local grid
infrastructure and to local rail supply chain partners and customers. The zero-
emission locomotives will help maximize a cleaner and more energy efficient
transfer and shipment of goods through Palmetto Railways’ existing North
Charleston facilities and will support the Navy Base Intermodal Facility which is
currently under-construction with South Carolina Ports Authority. The locomotives
are expected to be delivered and begin service within two years.

Funding for this project was announced in September 2023 when Palmetto

Railways was awarded a Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements
(CRISI) program grant of up to $4,170,000 from the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA) of the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT). Palmetto Railways will
provide a 35% non-federal match.

“As we navigate the transformation of industry, it's imperative that we look around
the corner and anticipate needs while incorporating cutting-edge technology. Once
online, these state-of-the-art locomotives will position Palmetto Railways to further
support South Carolina’s sustainable future,” said Secretary of Commerce Harry M.
Lightsey Il

“As South Carolina’s trusted Lowcountry short-line rail provider, Palmetto Railways
is steadfast in our commitment to adopting advanced technologies that not only
help to reduce our environmental impact to our neighboring North Charleston
communities, but prioritize safety, efficiency and reliable rail service for current and
future customers,” said Palmetto Railways President and CEO Patrick McCrory.

About Palmetto Railways

Palmetto Railways, established in 1969, promotes the economic viability of the
State of South Carolina by providing safe, efficient and cost-effective rail solutions
to facilitate the movement of freight and to support economic development
efforts. Palmetto Railways also provides technical assistance and consulting
services in railroad matters to state, local and municipal governments. As a
division of the South Carolina Department of Commerce, Palmetto Railways is a

Class lll terminal switching and short line railroad located in Charleston, S.C.,
serving the Port of Charleston and multiple industries based in the five-county
region of the Lowcountry. Palmetto Railways lines have direct access to both
Eastern Class I railroads, CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southern Railway. For
more information, visit www.palmettorailways.com.



https://www.sccommerce.com/news/palmetto-railways-division-sc-commerce-awarded-more-4-million-procure-and-retrofit-two
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eBXc4b1NtivuaP-t3P3VNWzCmX8TC3Z631Fx-DeSx8wRXrN3njEfPf14Hl5e5GmizHAOqNk8SBqYgafOYm3KxLqUa3jz1ohtXDl_IJylyOBgZLiCyljYPf7Rbv_8_4vXSQFr-uuMRf3sjAWhj56CEw==&c=cKsAkwMq-z1JpNUtmjdPS2aGJttiez95jbVff4msrFzKupBs6VrBBg==&ch=0Qy21ZGL9kp-AqiKH55ROMFjMXD4TqDVuB1LlH4CQrxCW4ycQIlCvA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eBXc4b1NtivuaP-t3P3VNWzCmX8TC3Z631Fx-DeSx8wRXrN3njEfPeJC5SRyx3CCzyXMzMpLswMSKkBJTvQrdjqKS2FaW9JlBjY73_bphbH3BoMhpaKZE2IOgTofXp3F4U4z4ZR8RAdnUERFEKTRCxyOYRwNtu9a&c=cKsAkwMq-z1JpNUtmjdPS2aGJttiez95jbVff4msrFzKupBs6VrBBg==&ch=0Qy21ZGL9kp-AqiKH55ROMFjMXD4TqDVuB1LlH4CQrxCW4ycQIlCvA==

About Innovative Rail Technologies
Innovative Rail Technologies (IRT) is a rail solutions provider offering its
proprietary technology ATLAS (Advanced Technology Li-lon Adaptive System).
ATLAS is a turnkey, scalable propulsion and control package customized to the
unique needs of customer operations. Paired with automated, high-speed

m charging, IRT’s ATLAS-powered locomotives maintain 24/7 availability for its
operators in an economically beneficial package. IRT was established in 2019 and
has a rapidly expanding list of customers which includes Fortune 500 companies,
Ports, Industries, and Short Line Railroads. IRT works with its growing nationwide
network of locomotive remanufacturers (ATLAS Authorized Installers) and can
also provide ATLAS kits directly to customers for in-house remanufacture. More
information about the company can be found at: www.InnovativeRailTech.com.

MEDIA CONTACT:

Kelly Coakley

Director of Marketing and Communications
South Carolina Department of Commerce
(803) 737-1998
kcoakley@sccommerce.com

www.SCcommerce.com

(R Palmetto

RAILWAYS.

ADDRESS
1940 Algonquin Road, Suite 425
Charleston, SC 29405

CALL: (843) 727-2067

EMAIL: Info@PalmettoRail.com

RAILROAD EMERGENCY: (866) 744-4003

YARD OFFICE HOURS: (24/7)
CALL: (843) 329-4282
EMAIL: YardOffice@PalmettoRail.com

Provide safe, efficient and cost-effective rail solutions to facilitate the
movement of freight and support economic development efforts,
promoting the economic viability of the state of South Carolina.
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